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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel claim 8. and amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method. nf prncesgjnq a requested synchronous 
o peration durinn an initial prog ram inad or during a system install, comprising: 

receiving s roguoot for a unique idontiflor^ from a requesting entit y, a request for 
the synchronou s n peration to create an oblect t hat re quires an identifier that is unique 
within a namespace identified bv a cataloo server 

determining whether the catalog server in a database management system is 

available to handle the request; 

if the catalog server is net^anavailable. determining whether the request may be 
handled ^oynr-hmnnM^iy hv detemninin a whether the unique identifier conflicts with a 
namp in a name table in L li c u v uiiL l hat th o rrq w rn ^ i r nynchronouc ; and 

If the request may be handled asynchronously, allowing th c . ootalog sorverto 
procQ:- the rcquc-t r^n-^ct^H fivnchmnous Qparation to be prooftssed asynchronoMsly 
and returning control to the requesting entity. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises accessing a data stmcture containing 
restricted names for system elements. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the request is for a unique identifier 
and wherein detemiining whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises determining whether a data stmcture contains the unique identifier, wherein 
the data structure contains restricted unique identifiers for system objects. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein detemnining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises accessing a data structure containing 
restricted names for system objects comprising at least one of triggers and constraints. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises detemnlning whether the requesting entity is 
an operating system- 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein detennlning whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises determining whether one of an operating 
system and the database management system Is being loaded. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein detemilning whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises accessing a name table containing a 
plurality of unique identifiers. 

8. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the 
synchronous request may be handled asynchronously comprises accessing a name 
table containing a plurality of unique identifiers reserved for use by an operating system. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises: 

determining whether a program is being loaded, wherein the program is one of 
an operating system and the database management system; and 

rf the program is being loaded, detemnining whether the request is for a restricted 
unique identifier usable only by the program. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9. wherein determining whether the request is 
for the restricted unique identifier usable only by the program comprises determining 
whether a data stmcture contains the restricted unique identifier, wherein the data 
stmcture contains a plurality of restricted unique identifiers for system elements. 

1 1 . (Cun-ently Amended) A method, comprising: 

raoah/.nf | , fmm a rRnuestino entity, a request for a unique identifier4P©«^»-a 

rcquoot i ng entity ; 
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determining whether a catalog serverin a database management system is 
available to handle the request; 

if the catalog server is not available, determining whether the request is 
cynr^hrnnnus . wherein a synriimnous request blocks the reqi le stinq entity from activity 
iintii the request is complete d bv the catalog server; 

if the request Is synchronous, detemnining whether the request may be handled 
asynchronously by determining (i) whether the request Is for a restricted unique 
identifier and (ii) whether the requesting entity has authority to use the restricted unique 
identifier; and 

i f so. th e - roquost may bo handled aGyno h ronouoly , providing the request to the 
cjt Ji og zoi vcr ^ transartion handler interface c nnfiqured to process the request in an 
fls ynnhmnous manner and returning control to the requesting entity. 

1 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises determining whether the requesting entity 
one of the database management system and an operating system. 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein detemiining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises detemiinlng whether one of the database 
management system and an operating system is being loaded. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein detemnlning whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises determining whether the requesting entity is 
a component of a program being loaded. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously is performed by an interface. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein detemiinlng whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises: 
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determining whether a program is being ioaded. wherein the program is one of 
an operating system and the database management system; and 

if the program Is being loaded, determining whether the request is for a restricted 
unique identifier usable only by the program. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein determining whether the request 
may be handled asynchronously comprises accessing a data stnjcture containing a 
plurality of restricted unique identifiers for system elements. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 17. wherein the system elements comprise at 
least one of triggers and constraints. 

19. (Currently Amended) A oignal boaring coinputer-readable medium 
containing a program which, when executed by a processor, performs a method, 
comprising: 

r^^^K,inr^, frnm a »»q uftstina entitv. a request for a unique Identifier ffem-a 
f cquocting entity ; 

detemiining whether a catalog server in a database management system is 
available to handle the request; 

if the catalog server is not available, determining whether the request Is 

.y„^ »,hAr^in a synchronous r ^ n.iest blocks the requestinq entity from activity 

■ intil the request is nnmnleted the catalog seo/er; 

if the request is synchronous, determining whether the request may be handled 
asynchronously by detemnlning (1) whether the request is for a restricted unique 
identifier and (ii) whether the requesting entity has authority to use the restricted unique 
identifier; and 

if_so, -thG rcquoGt moy be handled asynchronously, providing the request to the 
CJtJlog corvcr a transaction handler CO nfigtired to p rocess the request in an 
a« Ynrhronfius manner and returning control to the requesting entity. 



Page 7 

33ie94_1 

PAGE 8I15*RCVDAT1I2M5:59:44PM [Eastern StandardTlme]'SVR:USPTO-^^^^^ 



Jan-ZO-05 06:03pin Fron-Uoser, Patterson t Sheridan L.L.P. 'f713 623 4846 T-249 P. 009/015 F-034 

PATENT 

AJty. Dkt No. ROC920000327US1 
MPSRef.No.: 1BM2K0327 

20. (Currently Amended) The r . [gnnl hnnrina computer-readable m edium of 
claim 19, wherein determining whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises detenmining whether the requesting entity one of the database management 
system and an operating system. 

21 . (Cun-ently Amended) The r. ign.n l hnarina computer-readable medium of 
claim 19, wherein determining whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises determining whether one of the database management system and an 
operating system is being loaded. 

22. (Cun-ently Amended) The r . ignn i bonrino computer-readable medium of 
claim 19. wherein determining whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises determining whether the requesting entity is a component of a program being 
loaded. 

23. (Currently Amended) The r .i gnni hoarinQ computer-readable medium of 
claim 19, wherein determining whether the request may be handled asynchronously is 
performed by an interface. 

24. (Currently Amended) tkip r.ignni hnnring computer-readable m edium of 
claim 19, wherein detemninlng whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises: 

detemilning whether a program is being loaded, wherein the program is one of 
an operating system and the database management system; and 

If the program is being loaded, detemiining whether the request is for a restricted 
unique identifier usable only by the program. 

25. (Currently Amended) The nigna l boarinQ compute r-readable m edium of 
claim 19. wherein determining whether the request may be handled asynchronously 
comprises accessing a data structure containing a plurality of restricted unique 
identifiers for system elements. 
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26. (Currently Amended) T^-^ "-'g"-^' hnnring c jom puter-readable m edium of 
claim 25, wherein the system elements comprise at least one of triggers and 
constraints. 

27. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 
a database; 

a server configured to process requests submitted by requesting entities by 

accessing the database; 

a restricted names table containing restricted unique identifiers; 

at least one first requesting entity configured to submit requests for a_unique 
identifier[[s]] for a_database element[[s]] and wherein the first requesting entity is 
authorized to access the restricted names table; 

at least one second requesting entity configured to submit requests for the 
unique identifier[[s]] for the database element[[s]] and wherein the second requesting 
entity is unauthorized to access the restricted names table; and 

a transaction interface configured to (i) determine whether the server is available 
for processing requests and. (ii) if the server is not available, detemnine whether a 
synchronous request may be handled asynchronousl y by determining whether a 
mq ijflst for the unique identifier fmm one of the second requesting entities conflicts with 
a name In the restricte d names table. 

28. (Currently Amended) Thesystemof claim 16. wherein the transaction 
interface is configured to determine whether the synchronous request may be handled 
asynchronously by detemining whether the synchronous request is from the first 
requesting entity and determining whether the request is for a restricted unique identifier 
contained in the restricted names table. 

29. (Cun-ently Amended) The system of claim 1 6. wherein the transaction 
interface is configured to.detennine whether the synchnsnous request may be handled 
asynchronously by determining whether the synchronous request is from the first 
requesting entity. 
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30, rcurrentiv Amended ) The system of claim 29, wherein the transaction 
interface is configured to.determine whether the synchronous request is from the fi 
requesting entity by determining whether the first requesting entity is a component 
program being loaded. 
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